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Purpose of Report To introduce the Authority’s first Section 6 Duty Report in 
fulfillment of its statutory obligations under the Environment 
Act (Wales) 20161 

To seek Member approval of the Section 6 Duty Report in 
order that it can be submitted to Welsh Government in 
keeping with the end of December 2019 deadline.

To highlight the Authority’s statutory obligations to meet 
Section 6 of The Environment Act. (Wales) 2016.

Single Integrated 
Assessment

Not Applicable

List of  Enclosures Enclosure 1 - Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Environment Act (Wales) 2016 Part 1 – Section 6 
The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 
Report 2019 

Public Interest Test Not Applicable

Recommendation(s) a) To approve the Section 6 – The Biodiversity and 
Resilience of Ecosystems Duty Report and its 
submission to Welsh Government.

1.1 Introduction or Background

1 The Environment Act (Wales) 2016 Part 1: Sustainable Management of Natural Resources
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It’s a stark fact that biodiversity continues to decline internationally. This is a trend from which 
the UK’s Protected Landscapes, including the Brecon Beacons National Park, are not exempt. 
We are in a period of ongoing resource constraints when biodiversity faces increasing 
pressures from agricultural change, local development, climate change and the spread of 
invasive non-native species. These and other factors, including departure from the European 
Union, present some very real challenges for nature conservation and land management within 
the National Park.

The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority has a statutory requirement (placed on all Public 
Authorities in Wales) under Section 6 Part 1 of the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 to 
demonstrate how the Authority will “seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the proper 
exercise of their functions and in doing so promote the resilience of ecosystems”. 

The emphasis of the Section 6 Duty is that public authorities should embed the consideration of 
biodiversity and ecosystems into their early thinking and business planning, including any 
policies, plans, programmes and projects as well as their day to day activities. Each function of a 
public authority should consider where and how they can maintain and enhance biodiversity 
and promote resilience. 

To comply with the Section 6 Duty, public authorities must prepare and publish a plan setting 
out what they propose to do to maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote resilience. A 
report on what the public authority has done to comply with the duty must be published by the 
end of 2019 and then every three years after this date. The Authority’s first Section 6 Duty 
Report under the Environment Act (Wales) accompanies this NPA report. 

As outlined in the Authority’s Corporate Plan 2018/19 the National Park Management Plan and 
Nature Recovery Action Plan will cover the requirement for a Section 6 Duty Plan. The 
embedding of a Section 6 Duty Plan within a public body’s key plans (rather than having a 
standalone S6 Plan) is an approach that receives support within Welsh Government’s Section 6 
Duty guidance. 

1.2 Proposals

 To share the Section 6 Duty Report with Welsh Government as evidence of the 
Authority’s work to fulfill its obligations under the Environment Act (Wales). The 
report will be published on the Wales Biodiversity Partnership website2 to enable public 
review and help further promote the need for a collective approach to helping reverse 
the decline of biodiversity in Wales.

2 https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-Reporting 

https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-Reporting


 To use the report to review the Authority’s Section 6 Duty Plan and inform any 
adjustments to the approach taken. 

1.3 Implications

Approval of the Section 6 Duty Report will enable its timely presentation to Welsh 
Government, in fulfilment of the Authority’s statutory obligation to report on how it has 
fulfilled the duty by the end of December 2019.

This is the Authority’s first Section 6 Duty report. The examples of exemplar project work 
contained within the report demonstrate the Authority’s commitment to biodiversity, in turn 
providing added value in showcasing the work that can be achieved to lever more funding and 
garner support from more partners. 

It should be acknowledged however that the report would benefit from more empirical 
evidence. As the Authority refines its approach to ensuring biodiversity is fully embedded within 
all aspects of its functions and reflected across its plans (with appropriate, overarching 
biodiversity indicators in place) future reports should become sleeker and more widely framed 
in terms of measurable outcomes. It’s the Authority’s ambition to put in place appropriate 
measures and indicators with clear baselines so that it can more fully demonstrate the impact of 
activities in contributing to nature recovery goals, within the National Park and Wales.

1.4 Risk

If the report is not endorsed, the Authority risks failing to meet the deadline outlined in the 
Environment (Wales) Act by which time it must submit a report showing how it has met its 
statutory obligation to comply with the Section 6 Duty.

By way of its governing plans and policies the Authority has embedded nature recovery 
objectives and successfully delivered a suite of biodiversity works. It would (at best) be 
misleading of its commitment to biodiversity if the deadline was missed and (at worst) be in 
breach of its statutory obligation. 

1.5 Conclusion

The National Park Authority has a statutory requirement  under Section 6 Part 1 of the 
Environment Act (Wales) 2016 to demonstrate how the Authority will “seek to maintain and 
enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of its functions and in doing so promote the 
resilience of ecosystems”, and to provide a report by the end of December 2019. 



The Section 6 Duty report showcases the breadth of work which the Authority has delivered 
to support biodiversity and the measures which it has taken to ensure biodiversity is embedded 
within key polices, plans and decision making. This all demonstrates how the Authority is 
meeting its commitments under Section 6.  The Authority’s ambition to improve its evidence 
base will enhance future reports and help to more widely demonstrate the impact of its 
activities towards nature recovery goals, within the National Park and  the contribution the 
Authority is making to Wales as a whole.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

a) To approve the Section 6 – The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 
Report and its submission to Welsh Government. 


